Douglas West Wind Farm Extension
Part of a Coordinated Strategy for the Future of the Hagshaw Wind Cluster

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT
APRIL 2019

Pre-Application Consultation Report
Contents
1.

Introduction

1

2.

The Applicant

1

3.

Pre-Application Consultation

2

4.

Public Exhibition Attendance, Feedback and Applicant Response

4

5.

Other Forms of Consultation

6

6.

Refinements following Public Exhibitions

7

7.

Conclusions

7

Appendix 1 – Public Exhibitions Newspaper Advert
Appendix 2 – Public Exhibitions Poster
Appendix 3 – Public Exhibitions Boards
Appendix 4 – Comments & Local Supplier Forms

DOUGLAS WEST WIND FARM
EXTENSION

i

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION
REPORT

DOUGLAS WEST WIND FARM
EXTENSION

ii

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION
REPORT

1.

Introduction

1.1

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report accompanies a Section 36 consent application being
submitted by Douglas West Extension Ltd (the Applicant) to the Scottish Ministers which seeks consent
under the Electricity Act 1989 (and requests associated deemed planning permission) to construct and
operate the Douglas West Wind Farm Extension on the eastern part of Cumberhead Forest which lies
to the north west of Douglas and south of Coalburn in rural South Lanarkshire.

1.2

The Proposed Development forms one component of a wider strategy for the future of the Hagshaw
Wind Cluster and 3R Energy as a local business. 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy for the development of
their business in the Douglas Valley can be found in Appendix 1.1.

1.3

The Proposed Development comprises 13 wind turbines, of up to 200 m blade tip height when vertical,
and associated infrastructure. Each turbine will be around 6 megawatts (MW) in power rating, giving a
combined generating capacity of around 78 MW. The Proposed Development will also include around
20 MW of energy storage capacity.

1.4

In accordance with best practice, a programme of pre-application community engagement has been
undertaken by the Applicant. This Report gives details of the various meetings, correspondence, public
exhibitions and other discussions which have taken place with the community. The Report also details
the findings of that work and illustrates the ways in which community engagement has helped identify
potential issues arising from the emerging proposal and, where appropriate, shape the final proposal
which is now the subject of the Section 36 application.

1.5

The Applicant is grateful to residents and local representatives for their input into the pre-application
community engagement process and for their assistance in facilitating the meetings and consultation
events.

2.

The Applicant

2.1

Douglas West Extension Ltd (the Applicant) is a member of the same group of companies as 3R Energy
Solutions Ltd (3R Energy) which is a Lanark-based SME. The 3R Energy group of companies also includes
Holz Energie UK Ltd; William Mitchell & Sons Ltd; and Mitchell Farming Partnerships.

2.2

3R Energy is a renewable energy and development company based in Lanark. Holz Energie UK, sister
company of 3R Energy and also based in Lanark, is a wholly owned UK import franchise of the successful
German wood-gas CHP manufacturer, Holz Energie Wegscheid. Mitchell Farming Partnerships and
William Mitchell & Sons Ltd, based at Newtonhead Farm, Rigside and Hazelside Farm, Glespin
respectively, manage the farming assets of the Group.

2.3

Together, the Group:

2.4

•

owns and manages over 3,500 acres of land in the Douglas Valley, including the Proposed
Development site;

•

generates a combined annual turnover of c.£6m;

•

employs 18 people on a full and part time basis; and

•

has farmed the land in the Douglas Valley for over 120 years.

Following its establishment in 2009, 3R Energy has supported farms and rural businesses in reducing
their energy costs, with the mainstay of the business being farm sized wind turbines, CHP systems and
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biomass boilers. More recently, a successful application to develop a 49 MW wind farm at Douglas West
represented the next step in the development of the business into larger-scale renewables. The current
proposal to develop the Douglas West Wind Farm Extension forms a key component of a wider Forward
Strategy (refer to EIAR Appendix 1.1) for the landholding which aims to grow and diversify the business
for the future.
2.5

3R Energy is a local company and is committed to working with the local communities in the Douglas
Valley to develop a successful project at the site which will deliver significant and lasting benefits for
the surrounding communities.

3.

Pre-Application Consultation

3.1

Who has been consulted?

3.1.1

The Applicant initially wrote to key stakeholders including the Scottish Government Energy Consents
Unit, South Lanarkshire Council, local Councillors, Douglas Community Council, Coalburn Community
Council and the constituency MP and MSP in August 2018 to advise them of the emerging plans for the
Proposed Development and the adjoining Hagshaw Hill Repowering project. The Proposed
Development was explained in various pre-application discussions for the neighbouring Hagshaw Hill
Repowering project, and at the public exhibitions for that scheme in September 2018, as the Proposed
Development and Hagshaw Hill Repowering form two key components of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy.

3.1.2

The Applicant subsequently wrote to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit, South Lanarkshire
Council, local Councillors, Douglas Community Council, Coalburn Community Council and the
constituency MP and MSP on 12 February 2019 to formally advise them of two public consultation
events specifically for the Proposed Development which were held on 25 February 2019 in Douglas and
the 26 February 2019 in Coalburn (these events are covered in more detail below).

3.1.3

The public events were advertised in the Lanark Gazette on 13 February 2019 (see Appendix 1).
Supplementary publicity for both events comprised the placing of posters in local shops and public
places in Douglas and Coalburn (refer to Appendix 2).

3.1.4

A number of other discussions have been held with local groups to ensure that the local community is
aware of the Proposed Development. These further discussions are summarised within Section 5.

3.2

Public Consultation Events

3.2.1

As referred to above, as part of the pre-application process the Applicant has engaged with the local
communities closest to the site via two public information exhibitions which were held on 25 February
2019 in the St. Bride’s Centre, Douglas and on 26 February 2019 in the Coalburn Miners Welfare. Both
venues are located within the two largest communities closest to the site and were considered to be
the most appropriate places to hold such an event.

3.2.2

The exhibitions were an opportunity for local residents to view the emerging proposals and to discuss
any issues or suggestions with representatives of the project team. Both events depicted the proposal
and key environmental issues on a series of exhibition boards. Copies of the exhibition boards are
available in Appendix 3. Project staff were available to assist with interpretation of the information on
display and answer questions from visitors to the events from 3 pm until 8 pm both days.

3.2.3

Copies of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy document (refer to EIAR Appendix 1.1) providing information
on the Proposed Development in the context of wider business objectives in the local area was also
available at the public events.
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3.2.4

Visitors to the public events, aside from asking a member of the project staff a question directly, were
also able to fill in a comments sheet on the day of the event or take it away and forward it to the
Applicant at a later date. Separate forms were also available for people to note interest in further
information on supplier opportunities should the Proposed Development proceed. Sample copies of
the comments sheets and supplier forms are included in Appendix 4.

3.2.5

It was made clear by the Applicant that the purpose of the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) exercise
is not to replace the formal application consultation process in which representations can be made to
the Scottish Ministers via the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit. This was explained verbally
at the public events, on the comments forms and in the newspaper advert for the public exhibitions.

Photograph 1: Public Event at Coalburn Miners Welfare, Coalburn, 26th February 2019

DOUGLAS WEST WIND FARM
EXTENSION

3

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION
REPORT

4.

Public Exhibition Attendance, Feedback and Applicant Response

4.1

As noted above, two public consultation events were held by the Applicant on 25 February 2019 in the
St. Bride’s Centre, Douglas, and on 26 February 2019 in the Coalburn Miners Welfare. Both events had
an attendance register and all who attended the exhibitions were asked to sign in. A total of 8 people
were recorded as attending the public event in Douglas and 9 in Coalburn. Both events were attended
by a relatively diverse cross section of the local population.

4.2

Comments forms were available on both days, however, no forms were filled in over the two events.
The types of forms available at the public exhibitions were (examples are provided in Appendix 4):
• General Comments Forms
• Local Supplier Forms

4.3

Table 4.1 below summarises the main issues raised during discussions at the pre-application
consultation events, along with the Applicant’s response as to how this feedback has been incorporated
into the Proposed Development.
Table 4.1 – Feedback from the Community at Public Exhibitions

Main Issues Raised

Applicant’s Response

Community Benefit contributions
should be managed locally to
maximise the benefit from the
Proposed Development to the
communities closest to the site.

The Applicant is committed to providing Community Benefit funding
of £5,000/MW of installed capacity. The main aim of this funding
will be to support the delivery of strategic projects in Douglas,
Coalburn and the immediate surrounding area over the next 30
years. The Applicant is exploring the potential to establish a Douglas
Valley Development Trust which would receive income (both
community benefit payments and, potentially, a revenue share)
from the Proposed Development (and the Repowered Hagshaw Hill
Wind Farm development) which would yield the financial resources
to deliver a Community-Led Investment Strategy for each village
(Glespin, Douglas, Coalburn, Rigside and Douglas Water). The
Strategy would seek to deliver on the aims of the Coalburn, Douglas
and Glespin Community Action Plan (August 2016) and the Rigside
and Douglas Water Community Action Plan (2018 – 2023) in the first
instance.

Further discussions need to be had
on the Community Benefit options
and how they would be structured
before any final decisions are made.

Agreed. Discussions are ongoing with the local community and
South Lanarkshire Council about the best ways in which this funding
can be used to maximise benefit to the local area.

Both communities acknowledged the
gap that remains in the middle of the
local wind farm cluster and
recognised the opportunity for the
Proposed Development that is being
progressed by the Applicant

This comment is noted, there is a clear opportunity to complete the
local wind farm cluster by infilling this remaining gap in the middle.

Both communities commented
positively on the Proposed
Development being progressed by a
local company with a view to

Noted, the Applicant is committed to maximising the local benefits
from the Proposed Development wherever possible.
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Main Issues Raised

Applicant’s Response

maximising benefits for the local
area.
One person at the Douglas exhibition
raised concern about the height of
the turbines but recognised the new
financial climate for onshore wind
and was pleased that the Proposed
Development could be built without
public subsidy.

It is acknowledged that there is an initial ‘sensationalism’ around
the figure of 200 m to tip, but when most people then see the
proposed turbines at this height set in the context of an undulating
landscape which hosts a range of differing turbine heights in closer
proximity to key receptors, this has invariably led to a sense of
people being ‘pleasantly surprised’ by the way in which the
Proposed Development fits into the local landscape context. In the
opinion of the Applicant, there is not a material difference in
landscape impact between 200 m to tip turbines on the site when
compared with that of, say, 150 m to tip which has been recently
consented on the adjacent Douglas West Wind Farm. However,
there is a material difference in the generation output of the
turbines at 200 m to tip when compared with that of 150 m to tip.
This conclusion has therefore led the Applicant to proceed with the
Proposed Development as set out within this EIA Report to ensure
that the Proposed Development is capable of being delivered
without public subsidy and can maximise the renewable generation
and carbon reduction potential of an existing wind farm landscape.
A number of other layout and design iterations have been made to
minimise environmental impacts of the scheme which are explained
in Chapter 2 (Design Iteration).

On person attending the Douglas
exhibition who lived near Douglas
West was a big supporter of wind
power and was very positive about
the Proposed Development and the
benefits it could bring, but was keen
to ensure no construction traffic
would use Station Road at Douglas
West.

This opinion is noted. The Applicant is committed to maximising the
benefits to the local area which would accrue from the Proposed
Development. The Applicant can confirm that, with the exception of
timber removal from the Forest as is presently the case, no wind
farm traffic will access the site via Station Road at Douglas West.

Attendees of the Coalburn exhibition
expressed concern about
unauthorised use of the Proposed
Development site and surrounding
land by motorised trail bikes.

The Applicant, and its wider group of companies, are aware of the
ongoing issues around misuse of local land by trail bikes. This is a
particular issue of concern to many local people and landowners at
present and the Applicant, and associated companies, are
committed to working with other local stakeholders to discourage
and eradicate this unauthorised use of land.

Anything that can be done to
enhance public access and recreation
opportunities on the site, and
subsequently support the
development of an Adventure
Tourism offering in the local area
would create real opportunities for
the surrounding villages and local
people to benefit longer term.

The Applicant, and associated companies, are committed to
developing the public access and recreational opportunities in the
local area. A range of public access and outdoor recreation
opportunities exist in the local area that could be used as the
catalyst for the development of an Adventure Tourism destination
at J11 of the M74. The Applicant is supportive of the principle of
part of the Community Benefit Contribution from the Proposed
Development being used to help scope, design and deliver this
strategic and exciting opportunity for the local area.
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4.4

On the whole, feedback from the two closest communities to the Proposed Development, Douglas and
Coalburn, has been positive or neutral. Table 4.1 summarises the main issues raised during the various
pre-application consultation exercises and discussions, along with the Applicant’s response as to how
this feedback has been incorporated into the Proposed Development. The additional community
benefits that would accrue for the local area as a result of the Proposed Development are substantial
and many people recognised the significant opportunities this would create for the local area. The
Applicant considers that the proposal strikes an appropriate balance between maximising renewable
generation from the site to ensure economic viability subsidy-free and delivery of a strong Community
Benefit/Shared Ownership package, whilst ensuring environmental impacts remain within acceptable
limits. The pre-application consultation exhibitions have helped identify the issues that are important
to the local community and, where appropriate, shape the final proposal which is now the subject of
this Section 36 application.

4.5

The Applicant confirms that the company will continue to liaise with the local community during the
Section 36 application process and during the construction, operational and decommissioning phases
of the Proposed Development.

5.

Other Forms of Consultation

5.1

Meeting with Douglas Community Council

5.1.1

The Applicant met with representatives of Douglas Community Council (which incorporates Glespin) on
24 August 2018 to inform the Community Council of the Proposed Development alongside other key
components of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy (refer to EIAR Appendix 1.1) including the Hagshaw Hill
Repowering proposal, and to seek initial feedback from the community. The discussion focussed on
views from Douglas and the proposed Community Benefit arrangements; specifically, ways in which the
local area can maximise benefits from the scheme and 3R Energy’s wider Forward Strategy.

5.2

Meeting with Coalburn Community Council

5.2.1

The Applicant met with representatives of Coalburn Community Council on 13 August 2018 and 7
February 2019 to inform the Community Council of the Proposed Development and other key
components of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy including the Hagshaw Hill Repowering proposal, and to
seek initial feedback from the community. The discussions centred on public access opportunities and
the Community Benefit arrangements for the Proposed Development.

5.3

Other Meetings, Discussions etc.

5.3.1

The Applicant also held a meeting with the three local Councillors for the Clydesdale South Ward on 29
August 2018 to discuss the Proposed Development and Hagshaw Hill Repowering. The purpose of the
meeting was to inform the local elected members of the Proposed Development and other key
components of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy.

5.3.2

A further two meetings were held with the Douglasdale Recreation Environment Access and Leisure
(REAL) Group on 7 September 2018 and 19 March 2019 to discuss the Proposed Development and other
key components of 3R Energy’s Forward Strategy including the Hagshaw Hill Repowering proposal, and
to specifically discuss public access issues. Discussions centred around temporary diversions of core
paths during construction works and 3R Energy’s future plans for the landholding, including long term
access/tourism opportunities such as the creation of a mountain biking trails on 3R Energy’s landholding
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similar to schemes such as Glentress and the Nevis Range during the operational lifetime of the
Proposed Development.
5.3.3

The Applicant also attended a meeting with representatives of a new Douglas Community Development
Company on the evening of 25 September 2018, in Douglas, to discuss strategic opportunities to
enhance the village going forward. This included a discussion on how to maximise Community Benefit
opportunities arising from the Proposed Development and other components of 3R Energy’s Forward
Strategy for the benefit of the local area.

5.3.4

A number of other meetings and telephone discussions have been held with members of the local
community and residents closest to the site to inform them of the emerging development proposal and
to discuss any issues which they may have.

5.3.5

Pre-application consultation with the ECU, South Lanarkshire Council, and other statutory and nonstatutory consultees is addressed within Chapter 4 and Appendix 4.1 of the Proposed Development
EIAR.

6.

Refinements following Public Exhibitions

6.1

One of the main topics for discussion at both public exhibitions was that of wider public access and
recreation opportunities in the local area. As such a number of subsequent discussions have been held
with representatives of the local community and with South Lanarkshire Council during March 2019 to
explore the potential to utilise the Community Benefit Contribution from the Proposed Development
(or part thereof) to develop infrastructure on parts of 3R Energy’s landholding to catalyse an adventure
tourism hub at J11 of the M74.

6.2

Both local communities would like to see mountain bike trails developed across parts of 3R Energy’s
landholding utilising the existing and new infrastructure routes.

7.

Conclusions

7.1

Although not a statutory requirement for a Section 36 application, in line with best practice for the
consenting stage of major development projects, a programme of pre-application community
engagement has been undertaken by the Applicant. The Applicant has undertaken a number of
exercises to ensure that the communities in closest proximity to the site are fully aware of the emerging
development proposal and to ensure that the Applicant is aware of the views of the local communities
in order to best design the finalised development scheme to mitigate any concerns wherever possible.

7.2

The Applicant has taken cognisance of all responses received and wherever possible has sought to
adjust or amend the proposals to take on board the comments received, whilst ensuring that the
Proposed Development remains economically viable. The Applicant would like to reiterate their thanks
to the local community for their input into the pre-application community engagement process and for
their assistance in facilitating the meetings and consultation events.

7.3

The Applicant confirms that the company will continue to liaise with the local community during the
Section 36 application process and during the construction, operational and decommissioning phases
of the Proposed Development.
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Appendix 1 – Public Exhibitions Newspaper Advert
(Extract from Lanark Gazette published on 13 February 2019)
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Appendix 2 – Public Exhibitions Poster
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT
Douglas West Extension Wind Farm
3R Energy is holding two public consultation events into a proposed wind
farm development known as Douglas West Extension Wind Farm. The
proposal includes: the installation of 13 wind turbines and associated
infrastructure, substation and energy storage capacity. The wind farm would
have a total generating capacity of up to 78MW (plus around 20MW of
storage capacity).

the events will be held on:
Monday 25th February 2019, 3pm – 8pm
St.Bride’s Centre, Braehead, Douglas
Tuesday 26th February 2019, 3pm – 8pm
Coalburn Miners Welfare, Coalburn Road, Coalburn
3R Energy Lanark Auction Market Hyndford Road Lanark ML11 9AX
Tel. 01555 660244
Web. www.3renergy.co.uk

Appendix 3 – Public Exhibitions Boards

DOUGLAS WEST WIND FARM
EXTENSION

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION
REPORT

Appendix 4 – Comments & Local Supplier Forms
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Douglas West Extension Wind Farm
Public Exhibition | Comments Form
Thank you for attending today’s pre-application public consultation event. We would
welcome any comments you may have on our proposals for the Douglas West
Extension Wind Farm Project.
You can leave this form here today or post it to:
3R Energy, Lanark Auction Market, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 7QL
Comments:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
Name: ………………………………………………… Address: …………………………………………........
………... ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......
Contact Tel No: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Date: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Any comments made are not representations to the Scottish Ministers. If a Section 36
application is submitted there will be an opportunity to make representations on that application
to the Scottish Ministers at that time.
Any personal information we receive from you will be used by us to measure public opinion in relation to our proposal only. The
information will be used by us in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 and will not be sold, transferred or otherwise
disclosed to any third party, unless such disclosure is required by law.

Douglas West Extension Wind Farm
Public Exhibition | Local Suppliers Form
Thank you for attending today’s pre-application public consultation event. Renewable energy
developments bring excellent opportunities for local businesses. Local skills can be employed
during the construction, operation and decommissioning of a project, bringing substantial
benefits for the local economy. We would like to hear from any local businesses who could
supply or service our project if we are successful in obtaining planning permission.
As a Clydesdale business, 3R Energy is fully committed to using local contractors and services
wherever possible to maximise the benefits to the local economy. Services of particular
interest to us include:
Accommodation

Ready mixed concrete

Earthmoving

Security

Cabling

Plant hire

Joinery

Haulage

Plumbing

Landscaping

Steel fixing

Civil engineering and consultancy

Catering

Electrical engineering and contracting

Temporary signage

Surveying

Quarry products

Fencing

If your company offers any goods or services that you feel may be able to contribute we would
be pleased to hear from you.
You can leave this form here today or post it to:
3R Energy, Lanark Auction Market, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 7QL
Company Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Contact Person: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......

Tel No: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3R Energy Lanark Auction Market Hyndford Road Lanark ML11 9AX
Tel. 01555 660244
Web. www.3renergy.co.uk

