
Hagshaw Energy Cluster
Western Expansion I Phase 1

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Process
An EIA is the process of assessing the likely environmental impacts of a proposed project.

The EIA is required to follow clear steps which can be summarised as follows: 

 • Screening: to determine whether a particular project requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR);

 • Scoping: stage at which the scope of the EIAR is defined through consultation with statutory consultees;

 • Preparation of the Draft EIAR;

 • Public Consultation;

 • Finalisation of the EIAR; and

 • Review and decision by decision maker.

The EIA process aims to assist the Scottish Government and Local Authority in their determination of the application by 
identifying where any significant environmental effects are predicted. The EIAR will be carried out in consultation with 
statutory consultees, interested parties and the general public.

The EIA process is iterative, and consultation will be undertaken throughout the project programme to take into 
consideration essential feedback which will inform the project design and layout. 

SCOPING
WHAT ISSUES THE 

EIA NEEDS TO 
ADDRESS

BASELINE
COLLECT 

INFORMATION ON THE 
EXISTING 

ENVIRONMENT VIA 
SURVEYS AND 

DESKTOP WORKASSESSMENT
OF EFFECTS

ASSESS THE EFFECTS 
OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT AND 
IDENTIFY 

MITIGATION 
MEASURES SUBMISSION 

AND 
EXAMINATION

EXAMINATION BY THE 
SCOTTISH MINISTERS 

AND OTHER 
CONSULTEES

C
O

N
SU

LT
AT

IO
N

C
O

N
SU

LT
AT

IO
N

C
O

N
SU

LT
AT

IO
N

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR)
The EIA will consider the effects of the Proposed Development during construction, operation and decommissioning of 
the Hagshaw Energy Cluster – Western Expansion (Phase 1). The EIAR will report the assessment on the following 
topics:

• Landscape and Visual 
Will assess the effects of the development on the character of the landscape and views from agreed locations. Further 
information is presented on the following boards including an example visualisation from a location near the site.

• Ecology 
Will assess the effects of the development on protected habitats, flora and fauna on and in close proximity to the site. 
Surveys of the flora and fauna have been undertaken for a two year period for the project.

• Ornithology 
Will assess the effects of the development on birds and protected bird habitats on and in close proximity to the site. Bird 
surveys have been carried out since the spring of 2021 . Surveys have covered both breeding and non-breeding seasons 
and additional surveys to cover the qualifying species of the Muirkirk and North Lowther Uplands Special Protection 
Area have been undertaken.

• Noise and vibration 
Will assess the effects of the development on properties from noise and vibration from the development, both from 
construction activities as well as from the operation of the wind turbines, the battery energy storage facilities, 
inverters/transformers within the solar area, and the substations.


